
Fort Wellington National Historic Site  

 Strategically built along the St. Lawrence, Fort Wel-
lington is now one of Canada’s best preserved British forts.  
 
Built in Prescott during the War of 1812, Fort Wellington de-
fended the vital St. Lawrence shipping route. Although Fort 
Wellington was never attacked, it was the staging point for a 
successful raid on Ogdensburg in 1813 . The fort was later 
abandoned . 
 
Fort Wellington was again called into service in 1837 when 
Upper and Lower Canada rose up in rebellion. The fort be-
came the main depot for the area’s militia and in 1838, mili-
tia stationed at Fort Wellington were called into battle. Expecting to be seen as  
liberators, American rebels landed at nearby Windmill Point but were met by 2,000 British soldiers 
and militia instead.  
 
In 1923, Fort Wellington became a National Historic Site and is now operated by Parks Canada. The 
fort consists of earthworks surrounded by a palisade. Inside, you can stroll by the officers’ quarters, 
discover the coponniere tunnel, explore the three-storey blockhouse, and chat with the costumed  
interpretive guides. Children can make their visit an adventure by becoming Parks Canada Xplorers 
to discover this unique fort. The site also boasts a new visitors center featuring the wreck of an 1812
-era gunboat.  
 
Daily visits are self-guided and guided tours of the fort are offered every Saturday and Sunday 
throughout July and August  
beginning at 1:30pm. During the summer months, the fort offers summer camps for children and also 

hosts an annual Canada Day Celebration every July 1st from 
10:00am to 4:00pm.  
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613-925-2896  
www.pc.gc.ca/wellington 

Open May to Thanksgiving Weekend 
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