
Township of Augusta 

 

 Augusta is the largest of the five townships in Grenville County, comprised of 71,812 

acres fronting on the St. Lawrence River and located in the southwest corner of the county.  Its 

population is 7430 residents.  Augusta’s communities include Algonquin, Bisseltown, 

Charleville, Domville, Garretton, Lord's Mills, Maitland, Maynard, North Augusta, Riverview 

Heights, Roebuck, South Augusta, South Branch,  and Throoptown.  

 About 500 years ago, it was occupied by a native population.  The St. Lawrence Iroquois 

lived in longhouses in agricultural communities with some of these sites containing as many as 

1600 people.  Historical markers at Roebuck and Maynard tell of these early indigenous people.  

Another heritage marker tells of the French occupation of the Maitland area.  They built a 

shipyard and star-shaped fort in 1758 at Pointe au Baril, but demolished them when they left for 

Quebec after their last stand in defense of the area against the British in 1760.     

 Augusta, Royal Township Number Seven, surveyed in 1783, was first settled in 1784 by 

United Empire Loyalists.  These pioneers built houses, planted crops, established churches, and 

schools.  Business men started stores, mills, breweries, and distilleries here.  Two plaques mark 

early loyalists who helped shape the township, one for Justus Sherwood and one for Dr. Solomon 

Jones.  Homewood Museum tells the story of seven generations of the Jones family from the 

time they built their beautiful stone home in 1800 until the last owner in the 1970s.  The Jones 

men were prominent in farming, medicine, and politics, and were an integral part of Grenville 

County.  Homewood is now owned and operated by Ontario Heritage Trust and is open to the 

public in the summer. 

 Blue Church on County Road 2 is one of the most photographed historic sites in our area.  

The present Blue Church was built in 1845 by the Church of England, replacing earlier churches 

on the site.  Many notable early settlers are buried in this old cemetery including Barbara Heck, 

the founder of Methodism in North America.  A large monument marks her burial site.  

 Augusta Township was incorporated in 1850, with the first township hall built in 1858 at 

Glenmore.  It served the residents until 1968 when a new municipal office was erected in 

Maynard.  Although Augusta had primarily an agricultural base in the early days, it now boasts 

many large industries including Ultramar Maitland Terminal, DuPont, Dyno Nobel, Prax-Air, 

Invista Canada and Evonik Industries, as well as many small businesses. 

  Limerick Forest, located in the northern part of the township, is managed by the 

United Counties of Leeds and Grenville.  There are 180 km of trails for hiking, cross country 

skiing, geocaching, mountain biking, horseback riding, snowmobiling, ATVing, and 

birdwatching.  The river gives us access to fishing, boating, swimming, and scuba diving.  Visit 

one of the many sugar bushes in the spring and enjoy a meal of pancakes and maple syrup.  

Drummond Sugar Bush’s has been in operation since 1802.  The township has beautiful old 

historic houses and new modern estates.  Augusta Township offers a good combination of 

history and recreation, a great place to live and visit. 
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PRESCOTT 

     

The town of Prescott was founded in 1810 by Col. Edward Jessup, a United Empire 

Loyalist, who received the land for his loyalty to the Crown in the American War of 

Independence. He and his descendants sold the land in lots to the early settlers who were mostly 

of English, Irish and Scottish extraction. The town grew quickly, owing to its strategic location at 

the head of the Galop Rapids on the St. Lawrence River, which necessitated transferring cargo 

and passengers between smaller and larger boats, and the presence of a good natural harbour. 

Thus the forwarding trade was established which flourished for fifty years until canals were built 

to bypass the rapids. The Forwarders’ Museum on Water Street has a plaque explaining this 

history. 

Prescott also was strategically located on the Grand Trunk Railroad (now CNR) that 

linked Montreal to Toronto by 1856 and the Bytown-Prescott Railway and later the CPR. As 

well, a train ferry across the St. Lawrence connected these lines to those in New York State at 

Ogdensburg. Today the original Grand Trunk station in Prescott is a national historic site with a 

plaque detailing its history and headquarters of the Grenville County Historical Society (GCHS). 

Just east of downtown on the waterfront is the Heritage River Trail containing remnants of the 

old ferry terminal. 

Prescott became a centre of the brewing and distilling industries in the latter part of the 

19
th

 century including Wiser Distilleries, once the largest employer in town. These companies 

have disappeared from our midst but the gracious homes that their owners built are amongst the 

fine heritage properties sprinkled all over town which can be viewed on a walking tour (the 

GCHS at 500 Railway Avenue has publications.) 

Prescott also played a significant role in the military history of Canada, with Fort 

Wellington built during the war of 1812 on the riverfront in the east end of town, which is now a 

national historic site with a visitors’ centre. Later the fort was rebuilt and played a role in the 

Rebellion of 1837 and the Battle of the Windmill (1838), which occurred just east of Prescott 

(another national historic site). 

Today, Prescott has many attractions for visitors and residents alike, including the Sandra 

S. Lawn Harbour for pleasure craft, the nearby Kinsmen Amphitheatre which hosts the award 

winning annual St. Lawrence Shakespeare Festival in July and August and free summer Sunday 

evening musical performances, scuba diving from the waterfront and many other activities. 

Centennial Park on the waterfront at the west end of town has a swimming pool, free boat launch 

and children’s play structure.  

Prescott is conveniently located at the juncture of the 401 and 416 highways with exit 

716 at Edward Street which leads into the heart of the town. There visitors will find numerous 

B&B’s, restaurants, bars and two pubs and many other stores. There are also many stores and 

services for travelers in the north end of Prescott off Edward Street between Highway 401 and 

the CN Line.    
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Township of Edwardsburgh/Cardinal 

 

 Edwardsburgh/Cardinal the 6
th

 Royal Township has a rich history.  The French, working 

with their Indian allies built a storehouse on the shore of Johnstown Creek to house supplies of 

the fir trading enterprise.  The final battle between the French and the English took place in 1760 

at Fort de Levis on Chimney Island, which was located just off present day Grenville Park, and a 

cairn and historical plaque mark the location today. 

 The Loyalists arrived in 1784 with the town of Johnstown being created in 1789.  

Millennium Park at the corner of Highway #16 and County Road # 2 has a stone plaque with the 

names of the 68 men who first settled in Johnstown, along with two provincial plaques.  The 

District of Johnstown Court House was built in 1795, dispensing justice, until it was moved to 

Brockville in 1810.  The Coat of Arms which once hung in the Johnstown Court House can now 

be seen in the Brockville Court House.  

 In 1838 a group of approximately 200 insurgents from the United States, called Patriot 

Hunters, seized the windmill and surrounding houses in support of the Upper Canada Rebellion.  

The British forces and local militia were able to defeat the Patriots; however, forty-eight men 

were killed and eighty-nine wounded in the battle.  Today the Battle of the Windmill is a 

National Historic Site.  

 David Spencer built the first mill in Spencerville in 1817, and it was replaced by a stone 

grist mill in 1833.  Today the mill is fully restored and operates as a tourist attraction.  The town 

hall was first constructed in 1855, and after being gutted by fire, was rebuilt and operates as such 

today.  The Spencerville Fair, which first began in 1855, is one of the oldest agricultural fairs in 

Ontario.   

 The building of the Galop Canal began in 1844, and is considered one of the best dive 

sites in the world.  The clarity and stillness of the water make for an excellent setting for 

exploring two ships that have sunk in the area.  Cardinal, known as Point Cardinal, Munro’s 

Point, Port Elgin and also Edwardsburgh was incorporated in 1878.  In 1858 the Benson & 

Aspden Starch Company began in Cardinal and remains in operation today as Ingredion.   

 In 1929 the grain elevator, now known as the Port of Johnstown was built, and in 1960 

the Prescott- Ogdensburg International Bridge was opened.  

 The Industrial Park in Edwardsburgh/Cardinal houses many large and small businesses, 

such as Greenfield Ethanol, Prysmain Power Cables, and Measurements International.  Rideau 

Bulk Terminals warehouses large salt piles that are used to maintain winter roads throughout 

Eastern Ontario.   

 Edwardsburh/Cardinal consists of the following communities: Johnstown, Crystal Rock, 

Glen Smail, Spencerville, Groveton, Ventnor, Garryowen, Pittston, Brouseville, Hyndman, 

Mainsville, Cardinal, and Shanly.  The township  is rich in historic sites, is agricultural based and 

business oriented.    
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